MATERIAL AND METHODS
Fish hosts were captured with nets in the upper São Francisco River in the municipality of Três Marias, Minas Gerais State, Brazil. Copepod parasites were removed from the gill filaments with dissecting needles and fixed in 70% alcohol. They were transported to a laboratory of the Universidade Federal do Paraná, Curitiba, Paraná, where permanent slide preparations were made using the phenol-balsam method explained in THATCHER (2006) . Digital photographs made through a light microscope were used to make the drawings. Measurements were made utilizing a measuring ocular and are expressed in micrometers.
RESULTS

Ergasilus chelangulatus sp.
sp. sp. sp. sp. nov nov nov nov nov. . . . .
Figs 1-9
Species diagnosis (based on 10 females studied and measured; measurements in tables I and II). Body elongate, tapered towards both extremities and projecting anteriorly; head incompletely fused to first thoracic segment; first and second thoracic segments completely fused (Fig. 1) . Thorax of five free segments, including genital segment (Figs 1 and 4) . Ventral pigment granules centrally located from eye to genital segment. Eye cobalt blue -color 168 of SMITHE (1975) ; body, indigo blue -color 173 of SMITHE (1975) . Abdomen (Fig. 4) Antennule (Fig. 7) of six articles, provided with simple setae. Antenna (Fig. 2 ) of four segments (including claw); prominent sensilla on segments two and three; claw bent to nearly a right angle. Mouthparts (Fig. 8) . Mandible with posteriorly directed terminal bristles; palp denticulate posteriorly. Maxilla terminally bristled; maxillule not observed. Legs (Figs 5, 6 and 9). Leg 1 (Fig. 5) endopod two-segmented, exopod three segmented; first endopodal segment with a single pinnate medial seta; terminal endopodal segment with two stout spines and five pinnate medial setae; first exopodal segment with a single postero-lateral spine; second exopodal segment with a single pinnate medial seta; terminal segment with four medial pinnate seta, one curved serate seta and two terminal spines. Leg 2 and leg 3 (Fig. 6 ) both rami three-segmented; first endopodal segment without spines and setae; second endopodal segment with two medial pinnate setae; terminal segment with four small pinnate setae and one small spine; first exopodal segment with one small lateral spine; second segment without spines and setae; terminal segment with six pinnate setae and one small spine. Leg 4 (Fig. 9 ) both rami two-segmented; first endopodal segment without spines and setae; terminal segment with five pinnate setae and one spine; first exopodal segment without spines and setae; terminal segment with five pinnate setae and one spine. Egg sac elongate with few rows of eggs. Etymology: The specific name is in reference to the bent claw (chel = claw and angulatus = angled).
DISCUSSION
Ergasilus chelangulatus sp. nov. is not closely similar to any known species. It has a curved, serrate seta on the first exopod and a two-segmented first endopod as do most known Amazonian species. The new species bears a superficial resemblance to Ergasilus cerastes Roberts, 1969, from North American catfishes, and to Ergasilus pitalicus Thatcher, 1984, from Colombian cichlids in that these have similar sensilla and twosegmented first endopods. Both of the latter have three-segmented fourth endopods, however, while the new species has only two segments in that structure. The other two species also lack a curved, serrate seta on the first exopod. Ergasilus chelangulatus sp. nov. can be distinguished at a glance from all other known species in the genus by the form of the fourth antennal segment (claw) which is bent into a nearly right angle.
